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We can help with:

• Converting to an academy;

• Setting up a free school;

• Dealing with land issues;

• Governance structures including schemes 
of delegation, policies and procedures post 
conversion.

Benefits of instructing Lyons Bowe for your legal 
needs

As we are a small firm with specialist lawyers we can 
offer a truly personal and bespoke service:

We will always offer you a fixed fee so, in these 
times where schools budgets are being squeezed 
ever more, you can be sure you are getting value 
for money and can allocate your resource where it 
matters – the children.

We will ensure the same experienced lawyer works 
on your matter throughout and therefore gains a 
thorough understanding of your way of working and 
adapts the process to suit you.

Having experience of schools and governance from 
the inside, we can guide you through those aspects 
where you might need that bit of extra help and offer 
solutions to barriers to getting the work done on time 
and budget.

We will actively project manage your transaction 
ensuring you meet your desired timescale and are 
aware and engaged in each stage of the process.

We understand that schools wish to, and should be, 
concentrating on education and not legal matters 
and so aim to make the process as convenient and 
painless for you as possible, allowing you to deal with 
what really matters – running schools.

We are a full service law firm, so we can offer help and 
advice on any other legal issues as and when they 
arise.

For more information about converting to or 

sponsoring an academy, re-brokership of an existing 

academy, opening a free school, or if you are already 

an academy and need support on land or governance 

matters, please contact Sarah Baldwin on a no 

obligation basis.

We have extensive experience in helping schools convert to academy status under the Academies Act 2010 
and also in assisting Multi Academy Trusts with new joiners, land issues and governance advice.

Our education team is headed up by Sarah Baldwin, who not only understands the legal requirements of 
academies, but also has first-hand experience of school operations, having been a chair of governors and a 
serving trustee/director of a Multi Academy Trust. Thus we can work with you to ensure a clear understanding 
of what the academy, MAT or free school will need to operate effectively in the future.

Sarah Baldwin

tel: 01749 345756 
mob: 07780 111588 
sarah.baldwin@lyonsbowe.co.uk

54 High Street, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset, BA4 5AS




